
 

Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse  

and Safe Sport Authorization Act of 2017  

On February 14, 2018, S. 534 was signed into law and became effective immediately. 

The bill amends two federal statutes: (1) the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 and (2) the Amateur 

Sports Act of 1978. 

(1) Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 

(a) Extended reporting duties 

The bill amends the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 to extend the duty to report suspected child 

abuse, including sexual abuse, within 24 hours to certain adults who are authorized to interact with 

minor or amateur athletes at a facility under the jurisdiction of a national governing body. A “national 

governing body” means an amateur sports organization that is recognized by the United States Olympic 

Committee. 

An individual who is required, but fails, to report suspected child sexual abuse is subject to criminal 

penalties. 

(b) Civil remedies 

Additionally, the bill amends the federal criminal code to revise civil remedy provisions. Among other 

things, it changes the civil statute of limitation to 10 years from the date the victim discovers the 

violation or injury (currently, 10 years from the date the cause of action arose). The bill also extends the 

statute of limitations for a minor victim of a federal sex offense to file a civil action to 10 years 

(currently, 3 years) from the date such individual reaches age 18. 

(2) Amateur Sports Act of 1978 

The bill also amends the Amateur Sports Act of 1978. 

(a) Designation of United States Center for SafeSport 

It designates the United States Center for SafeSport to serve as the independent national safe sport 

organization, with the responsibility for developing policies and procedures to prevent the emotional, 

physical, and sexual abuse of amateur athletes. These policies and procedures developed by the Center 

must include: 

• A requirement that (a) all adult members of a national governing body or a facility under the 

jurisdiction of a national governing body or at any event sanctioned by a national governing 

body, and (b) all adults authorized by such members to interact with an amateur athlete, 

immediately report an allegation of child abuse of an amateur athlete who is a minor to: (i) the 

Center, and (ii) to law enforcement 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/534


• A mechanism that allows a complainant to easily report child abuse 

• Reasonable procedures to limit one-on-one interactions between a minor and an adult 

• Procedures to prohibit retaliation 

• Oversight procedures, including: 

• Audits, to ensure the policies and procedures are followed correctly 

• Consistent training is offered 

• A mechanism for national governing bodies to share reports of suspected child abuse 

 

(b) General requirements for youth-serving amateur athletic organizations 

The bill also modifies the obligations of amateur athletic organizations – a not-for-profit corporation, 

association, or other group organized in the United States that sponsors or arranges an amateur athletic 

competition. 

• Amateur sports organizations seeking a sanction for amateur athletic competitions must 

implement and abide by the policies and procedures to prevent emotional, physical, and child 

abuse of amateur athletes. 

 

• Amateur sports organizations, which participate in an interstate or international amateur 

athletic competition and whose membership includes any adult who is in regular contact with 

an amateur athlete who is a minor, must: 

- Comply with the reporting requirements of the Victims of Child Abuse Act 

- Establish reasonable procedures to limit one-on-one interactions between an amateur 

athlete who is a minor and an adult 

- Offer and provide consistent training to adult members who are in contact with amateur 

athletes who are minors 

- Prohibit retaliation 
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c) Definitions 
For the purposes of this section- 

(1) the term "child abuse" means the physical or mental injury, sexual abuse or exploitation, or 
negligent treatment of a child; 

(2) the term "physical injury" includes but is not limited to lacerations, fractured bones, burns, 
internal injuries, severe bruising or serious bodily harm; 

(3) the term "mental injury" means harm to a child's psychological or intellectual functioning which 
may be exhibited by severe anxiety, depression, withdrawal or outward aggressive behavior, or a 
combination of those behaviors, which may be demonstrated by a change in behavior, emotional 
response or cognition; 

(4) the term "sexual abuse" includes the employment, use, persuasion, inducement, enticement, or 
coercion of a child to engage in, or assist another person to engage in, sexually explicit conduct or the 
rape, molestation, prostitution, or other form of sexual exploitation of children, or incest with 
children; 

(5) the term "sexually explicit conduct" means actual or simulated- 
(A) sexual intercourse, including sexual contact in the manner of genital-genital, oral-genital, 

anal-genital, or oral-anal contact, whether between persons of the same or of opposite sex; sexual 
contact means the intentional touching, either directly or through clothing, of the genitalia, anus, 
groin, breast, inner thigh, or buttocks of any person with an intent to abuse, humiliate, harass, 
degrade, or arouse or gratify sexual desire of any person; 

(B) bestiality; 
(C) masturbation; 
(D) lascivious exhibition of the genitals or pubic area of a person or animal; or 
(E) sadistic or masochistic abuse; 

 

(6) the term "exploitation" means child pornography or child prostitution; 
(7) the term "negligent treatment" means the failure to provide, for reasons other than poverty, 

adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical care so as to seriously endanger the physical health of the 
child; 

(8) the term "child abuse" shall not include discipline administered by a parent or legal guardian to 
his or her child provided it is reasonable in manner and moderate in degree and otherwise does not 
constitute cruelty; 

(9) the term "covered individual" means an adult who is authorized, by a national governing body, a 
member of a national governing body, or an amateur sports organization that participates in 
interstate or international amateur athletic competition, to interact with a minor or amateur athlete 
at an amateur sports organization facility or at any event sanctioned by a national governing body, a 
member of a national governing body, or such an amateur sports organization; 

(10) the term "event" includes travel, lodging, practice, competition, and health or medical 
treatment; 

(11) the terms "amateur athlete", "amateur athletic competition", "amateur sports organization", 
"international amateur athletic competition", and "national governing body" have the meanings given 
the terms in section 220501(b) of title 36; and 
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(12) the term "as soon as possible" means within a 24-hour period. 
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