A Brief History of the Great Lakes Region of USA Volleyball
Originally the United States Volleyball Association (USVBA) was divided into thirteen Regions.  The current Great Lakes Region was at that time a part of Region 7; at that time regions had numbers, not names.  Region 7 included the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.  Richard Caplan, “Cappy” was one of our commissioners during this era as was Phil Mazur.
In 1977 a group of volleyball leaders petitioned USVBA to become a separate entity (Region).  Those visionaries were: Pete Dunn, Merton Kennedy, Lea Wagner, Alan J. Feder, Dorothy Boyce, Bertha Lucas and Harold Peterson.  The paperwork was presented and accepted so in 1978 the Great Lakes Region was born.  This newly developed Region consisted of Illinois and Wisconsin.  From that point on all regions in the USVBA took on names instead of numbers.

Our first Commissioner was Pete Dunn.  The first regional men’s champions were Don Murphy’s Midland Chemical and the first women’s champions were Bertha Lucas’ Chicago Rebels.

In 1979 we experienced growth in the entire program and a typical season had approximately 25 to 30 tournaments.

In 1980 Wisconsin became its own region and was named Lakeland, but again, even with the reorganization our region grew.  We held more adult tournaments than junior tournaments during this era.

In 1981 the Region realized the need for separate and numerous tournaments for junior girls and began a junior girls program. We had no formal program for junior boys.

In 1982 we hosted our first Coed Adult Championships and expanded the adult competition divisions into AA, A and B for men and women.  Junior girls’ tournaments were expanding to equal the number of adult tournaments.

In 1983 the Region began to intensify their program for training officials.  At that time we had ten National Referees, eleven Regional Referees and two National Scorekeepers.

A Junior Girls’ Regional Championship was held and our first champions were Rick Butler’s 19 and under – Sports Performance VBC, 17 and under – Rick Butler’s Sports Performance VBC and 15 and under- Jim Fitzgerald’s Spikettes.

1983 saw another membership growth spurt and three of our officials (Lea Wagner, Donna Mathias and Linda Vetter) were selected to be part of the officiating crew for the Los Angeles Olympic Games. 
In 1985 the Region expanded again and formed a Board of Directors (BOD) adding Player Representatives for each division of competition.  
International exhibitions were successfully hosted in the Region.  The newsletter became a regular publication rather that an “Event Notification Circular”.
1986 saw Barry Dragon become the Region’s first International Arbitre; he was also the region’s Officials’ Chair.  Our officials’ numbers doubled and the region ran tournaments every weekend for adults and juniors girls.

In 1987 we had so many adult teams/tournaments and it became so crowded that the A division was split into a high and low category, which continued for many years until a BB division was formed.  Three junior girls’ representatives were added to the BOD.

During the 1988 season officials’ numbers doubled and there was growth in all areas.

In 1991 the Lakeland Region disbanded and the southern portion of Wisconsin returned to be part of the Great Lakes Region.  The northern section of Wisconsin joined North Country Region.

1992 and 1993 saw an explosion of tournaments for all divisions and the introduction of competition for Junior Boys.  A Region Tournament Director was appointed and the balanced scheduling of all events began to take shape.
In 1994 the Gateway Region emerged and petitioned to have the southern part of Illinois included within their regional boundaries.  This petition was granted by the national office and Great Lakes Region became half of its previous geographical size however the phenomenal growth of volleyball continued in the region.

In 1995 Wisconsin broke away again and formed the Badger Region. Great Lakes was now only the northern portion of Illinois and many clubs playing near the western boarders opted to become members in the Iowa Region for convenience and less travel time.

In 2004 the Region passed another milestone – 10,000 members!

In 2007 the Region membership grew to 12,300.

On August 23rd, 2008 over 100 friends and family celebrated the retirement of our commissioner for the past thirty years – Lea Wagner.  Lea’s name has become synonymous with volleyball and has received every major award USA Volleyball can bestow, including the highest award in volleyball – the prestigious Friar Award.  Her accomplishments and service to the sport are unparalleled.  Lea had many “firsts” - first Woman National Official, first woman to officiate a Men’s Open Final, and first Vice President of the Officials’ Division of USA Volleyball.  

The Region is forever grateful for all of the hard work, dedication and service that Lea Wagner has given.
Today the Region enjoys the highest membership in all of USA Volleyball, considering our actual geographic borders, 14,000 members.  We continue to grow and adjust our programs to fit the demands and needs of our members.  We host over 600 junior tournaments and approximately 100 adult tournaments yearly.  We have won many awards and National Championships. We lead the way in many national programs; and we are proud to be a leader in grass roots programs.  We have one of the strongest officials’ training programs in the country and have a cadre of 24 national, 13 junior national, 59 regional and 78 provisional officials.

Last but certainly not least - Great Lakes is in full compliance with national requirements of publications, membership reports, financial obligations and national meeting attendance.  Great Lakes is truly “Great”!  
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